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Letter from the Partners 
We are pleased to present the inaugural Year in Review of the Industry 
Data for Society Partnership (IDSP). Launched in December 2022, the 
IDSP is a network of leading companies committed to sharing private 
sector data to address societal issues. This report provides an overview 
of the partnership’s activities, achievements, and insights over the past 
year. 

Our belief is that data is a powerful resource for accelerating the 
development of solutions to beneft society. By sharing datasets, 
insights, and expertise with researchers, policymakers, civil society, and 
other data practitioners, we aim to demonstrate the value of using 
private sector data to tackle critical global challenges including climate 
change, health, education, and inequity.  

The context for our work is rapidly evolving and expanding. Data is 
increasingly recognized as a key resource and driver for economic 
growth, social development, and scientifc discovery. However, data 
also poses signifcant challenges and risks, relating to privacy, security, 
quality, and governance. Moreover, data is ofen siloed, inaccessible, or 
underutilized, limiting its potential for public beneft. Therefore, there 
is a need for more open, collaborative, and responsible approaches to 
unlock valuable outcomes from data.  

Collaboration is key to achieving our mission, as we cannot achieve our 
goals alone. We are grateful for the support and guidance of two 
organizations: The GovLab at New York University and the Open Data 
Institute (ODI). As afliates of the partnership, they have provided 
invaluable advice, resources, and connections to shape and implement 
our data initiatives. Their contributions also expanded our reach within 
the broader data community, enhancing our impact. 

Our members represent a diverse range of industries and share a 
common vision and commitment to more open and accessible data. 
Each has a unique story to tell about their journey towards 
opening up data and the benefts and challenges they have 
encountered along the way.  

In this report, you will fnd out more about our backgrounds, 
motivations, and contributions to the IDSP, as well as our aspirations 
and plans. We’ll share how convening the IDSP has helped bring 
forward new insights, skills, networks, and opportunities. 

To learn more, please contact us at info@industrydataforsociety.com or 
visit our Industry Data for Society Partnership website for more 
information.  

Together, we can harness the power of data to create a better world for 
everyone. 

Peter Cihon, Senior Policy Manager and Abby Riefin, Senior Corporate 
Communications Manager, GitHub 

Grant Ritz, Director & Associate General Counsel, Intellectual Property 
Transactions, Hewlett Packard Enterprise 

Casey Weston, Data for Impact Co-Lead, LinkedIn 

Sonia Cooper, Associate General Counsel, Open Innovation, Intellectual 
Property Group, Microsof 

Nigel Watson, CIO and Melissa Tallack, Open Data Lead, Northumbrian 
Water Group 

Bridget Erb, Ookla for Good Analyst, Ookla 

Matt Webb, Head of Enterprise Data Management and Yiu-Shing Pang, 
Open Data Manager, UK Power Networks 
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Data Challenge: Open Data for Local Solutions 
The IDSP and the ODI launched the Data for Local 
Environments Challenge in February 2023, with the aim 
to highlight the role that publicly available data can play 
in helping local governments to improve their local 
environments. Data scientists, citizen scientists, 
researchers, and other experts submitted a range of 
projects that explored the potential to apply open data 
to local environmental challenges. The 
winning applications highlighted the following themes 
and opportunities that are applicable to local 
governments globally: 

1. Datasets from both the public sector and 
the private sector can be leveraged to better 
understand environmental factors 

The overall winning challenge team, Estimated Energy 
Attribution Certifcates based in the UK, used data 
from Microsof’s Planetary Computer and UK Power 
Networks – for historic weather patterns and capacity 
registers, respectively – to calculate the total 
renewable generation in each local authority. While 
public sector datasets are ofen looked to as a source 
for energy analysis, the private sector is making strides 
to make sustainability data more accessible to advance 
research in addressing climate-related challenges. 
Local governments can leverage these datasets in 
combination with others for deeper analysis. 

2. Informative resources for local governments are      
increasingly open sourced – this includes code for 
renewable generation estimation and CO2 analysis, 
and a framework for collating datasets 

One of the biggest challenges faced by local 
governments can be collating and standardizing across 
datasets, including linking similar data points across 
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data sources. The Estimated Energy Attribution 
Certifcates challenge team developed code for 
renewable energy estimation and CO2 analysis, 
alongside a framework for collating data across the 
power sector. The resulting package was released as 
open source on GitHub, and can be leveraged by local 
governments globally. Additionally, the 2nd runner up, 
Climate Emergency UK, released their Council Climate 
Action Scorecards in the public domain. 

3. Bringing diverse datasets together creates greater 
clarity for both citizens and local governments on 
the goals and progress 

The Climate Emergency UK team identifed the 
challenge posed by siloed, sector-specifc data, 
resulting in local residents, councilors, and ofcers 
struggling to understand their council’s progress to 
net-zero and develop impactful solutions to reach their 
goals. Through the development of Council Climate 
Action Scorecards, a one-stop shop was created on all 
actions councils can take and have taken – 
thereby, helping to unite the local climate action 
movement. Greater clarity and access to information 
increased citizen knowledge and allowed residents and 
councils to work together. Additionally, councils could 
see what others were doing and benchmark against 
best practices. 

4. Data analysis skills can be leveraged from students, 
citizen scientists, researchers, and other sources 
of expertise, without necessarily needing to hire a 
full-time position in-house 

Applicants for the Data for Local Environments 
Challenge had a broad range of skills and diverse 
backgrounds, all pursuing projects in their own 

capacities outside government. This highlights the wide 
talent pipeline from which local governments can tap 
into for data analysis expertise. Many of the applicants 
were eager to work with local governments and the 
broader community to partner on the challenges and 
potential solutions. The Climate Emergency UK team 
not only worked with local councils, but aims to provide 
trainings to councils on policy and actions found within 
their scorecards. 

5. Advancing new ways to gather and disseminate 
data are critical to empowered communities 

The team winning 1st runner up, Infrastracker – Open 
Air Data based in Kenya, is pursuing a project that 
integrates public participation and community 
involvement in environmental conservation. The 
project relies on members of the community to monitor 
climate indicators, particularly carbon emissions during 
road construction projects, through local weather 
monitoring stations. By involving the community directly 
in the gathering of data, this approach serves to inspire 
involvement, building the capacity of communities to 
gather the data and see frst-hand how data can lead 
to greater awareness and infuence change – in this 
case, bringing awareness to vulnerable members of the 
community from the negative efects of poor air quality, 
with an aim towards support for expanding the scope of 
air quality regulations. The Climate Emergency UK team 
also operates with critical community engagement, 
including the involvement of over 200 volunteers. 

Additional resources for local governments and cities 
are provided by The GovLab: An agenda for advancing 
trusted data collaboration in cities. 

https://www.industrydataforsociety.com/news/announcing-data-for-local-environments-challenge-winners/
https://github.com/OSUKED/Power-Station-Dictionary/tree/main
https://councilclimatescorecards.uk/methodology/
https://councilclimatescorecards.uk/methodology/
https://medium.com/data-stewards-network/an-agenda-for-advancing-trusted-data-collaboration-in-cities-222d4889b16a
https://medium.com/data-stewards-network/an-agenda-for-advancing-trusted-data-collaboration-in-cities-222d4889b16a


  

Impact Beyond the Data Challenge 
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An essential part of the Data Challenge was that participants’ 
contributions shouldn’t necessarily begin and end with the 
competition. The winners of the challenge have extended their 
eforts beyond the competition. Following are some examples: 

Estimated Energy Attribution Certifcates, linked to 
Councils (UK) by Ayrton Bourn (Overall Winner) 

Ayrton Bourn’s submission for the Data Challenge focuses on 
creating Estimated Energy Attribution Certifcates (EEACs) that are 
calculated on a half-hourly basis and tied to individual assets. Since 
the challenge, he has taken additional steps to develop the Power 
Station Dictionary website. 

Bourn shifed his focus to the project’s back-end features, 
concentrating on building automations for data feeds and pipelines 
to connect various data sources. He continues to work on 
standardizing representations for common energy assets like power 
stations and substations while integrating text-based information into 
his platform. Additionally, he is exploring collaborations with other 
external organizations with connections to local councils. 

Infrastracker, Open Data for Local Governments to 
Reduce Infrastructure Development-Co2 Emissions 
(Kenya) by the Demography Project (1st Runner Up) 

The Demography Project continued to develop their Infrastracker 
project by increasing outreach to key stakeholders in the road and 
infrastructure sector, as well as started new projects around air 
quality and water conservation. They are in the process of creating 
a comprehensive database of the classifcation of all roads in Kenya, 
listing all road work projects dating back to 2013. The Demography 
Project aims to calculate the overall carbon footprint during and afer 
road construction projects and highlight the lifetime of the road itself. 

The aim of collecting emissions data is not limited to roads; they are 
looking to upgrade equipment in their ofces which will additionally 
enable them to capture emissions data from aircrafs. Raising 
awareness around water conservation is another focus as they look 
to educate communities about the harmful impacts of residue lef 
behind afer construction projects that lead to water pollution.   

Council Climate Action Scorecards (UK) by Climate 
Emergency UK (2nd Runner Up) 

Afer the Data Challenge, Climate Emergency UK launched their 
proposal idea, the Climate Action Scorecards (Scorecards) which 
evaluates local government progress towards net zero goals. These 
Scorecards have garnered media attention and have drawn the 
interest of numerous councils. Before the ofcial launch of the 
Scorecards, the team made the Freedom of Information (FOI) 
requests to all local councils, garnering coverage on the postcode 
lottery for energy efcient social housing. 

Notably, the FOI request data resonated beyond its immediate 
domain, fnding utility in various sectors. For instance, the Green 
Jobs Foundation used FOI data gathered by one of the FOI requests 
on green skills training courses ofered by combined authorities 
and the number of attendees, in their State of the Nation report.  
The Scorecards enable stakeholders to identify the highest-scoring 
councils and delve into the best practice from each council. Climate 
Emergency UK is now commissioning a research project, in 
collaboration with Anthesis and Environmental Consultancy, utilizing 
the vast amount of information collected during the Scorecards 
project. They aim to publish the results of this project in the 
upcoming year. 
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Lessons Learned for Organizing a Data Challenge 

2 Spreading the Word 

Allocating dedicated time for pre- and post-
challenge promotion can help drive greater 
engagement. An extended promotion phase 
enables organizers to reach a wider 
audience and amplify the impact of the 
challenge, engaging more participants.  
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The Data for Local Environments Challenge was a key project 
of the IDSP in its inaugural year of partnership. This challenge 
focused on harnessing publicly available data to empower local 
governments in enhancing their environments. 

Key Highlights 

The challenge was supported by rich and diverse datasets 
made available by IDSP members and was hosted in 
partnership with the ODI. These datasets provided a basis for 
participants to craf solutions, showcasing the potential of open 
data. The challenge attracted global attention as it drew 
involvement from 24 countries, spanning from Malawi to Sri 
Lanka. 

Among the seven shortlisted candidates, we found not 
just impressive solutions but, more signifcantly, actionable 
strategies that local governments can readily embrace to 
improve their environmental eforts. For instance, participant 
Oliver Morris’s solution centered on the promotion of local 
biodiversity by utilizing Ordnance Survey’s Green Space 
dataset to identify suitable locations for green roofs and solitary 
bee habitats. Another compelling solution by ReData revolved 
around supporting the UK Cambridgeshire County Council in 
its journey toward decarbonizing schools.  

The array of solutions, each making innovative use of openly 
available datasets, underscored the many ways in which open 
data can be harnessed for the betterment of local 
environments. More detailed information about these 
shortlisted proposals can be found here. 
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Lessons Learned hosting the Data Challenge 

Conducting the Data Challenge served an invaluable learning experience for the IDSP as organizers.  
Here are some of the lessons we learned from the Data Challenge: 

1 Formulating the Challenge 
Question 

One of the key takeaways from hosting the Data 
Challenge was the signifcance of crafing a 
clear and compelling challenge question. The 
question guides participants in their data analysis 
journey. We learned that a narrower, more focused 
question is likely to provide clearer guidance for 
the participants, so there is a common approach to 
answering a challenge question that is less open to 
interpretation. More broadly framed questions will 
invite a greater variety of solutions.    

3 Communication with the 
Participants 

Insights from participant feedback prompted us 
to consider the implementation of a chat function. 
Such a feature could facilitate collaborative 
discussions among participants about the challenge 
questions, potentially fostering connections and en-
couraging individuals to form teams for a more col-
laborative experience. 

4 Timing and Flexibility 

Adaptability in the timeframe is important for any 
challenge team. As the challenge unfolds, building 
in the ability to adapt to diferent factors, such as 
the number of applications received, can help 
ensure an optimal experience for applicants, and 
ultimately, a robust set of applications and 
solutions. 

https://www.industrydataforsociety.com/news/data-challenge-launch/
https://theodi.org/news-and-events/blog/shortlist-announced-for-the-data-for-local-environments-challenge/


Providing an Industry Perspective 

IDSP member, Jennifer Hansen from Microsof, was appointed 
as a Co-Chair of the planning committee, which enabled private 
sector input from the outset and a strong research-industry 
partnership in the development of the direction and outcomes of 
the summit. 

Melissa Tallack, Northumbrian Water Group; Matt Webb and Yiu-
Shing Pang, UK Power Networks; and Kathy MacDonald, Ookla 
provided industry perspectives by participating in focus groups 
which helped shape the Summit’s agenda. 
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U.S. Research Data Summit 
A major milestone of the IDSP’s inaugural year was our 
involvement in the U.S. Research Data Summit, an event that 
brought together leaders and experts from various sectors and 
disciplines to discuss the opportunities and challenges of 
research data in the United States and beyond. 

The Summit, held at the National Academies in Washington, 
DC, on October 10 and 11, 2023, aimed to foster greater 
coherence, communication, and collaboration among the diverse 
stakeholders and initiatives related to research data, as well as to 
position the United States as a strong and active participant in the 
global dialogue on this topic. 

As the partnership’s program of work was developed in early 
2022, we saw an opportunity for the IDSP to serve as a conduit 
for researchers to connect with industry and for the private 
sector to establish new connections and build relationships with 
the global research community. 

One of those opportunities presented itself through outreach from 
the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) and the United States 
National Committee for CODATA, as they started to 
explore the interest of U.S. research data organizations to 
strengthen coordination and act on a shared agenda. The IDSP 
recognized that it was a substantial opportunity to demonstrate 
the partnership’s commitment to building relationships with the 
global research community to use private sector data for societal 
beneft. 

Determining the Road to an In-Person 
Summit 

The journey toward the Summit started with the Association 
of Research Libraries (ARL) and the United States National 
Committee for CODATA (USNC/CODATA) surveying 80 
representatives from U.S. research data organizations with 
national and international research data goals, including 
organizations that are cross-functional, disciplinary, representative 
of scholars, government, industry, or nonproft organizations. 

The ARL and USNC/CODATA hypothesized that U.S. research data 
organizations would fnd greater coordination and collaboration 
benefcial, and the questionnaire sought to identify what level of 
interest there was among the respondents and learn more about 
the areas that would be of interest to explore together. The survey 
results confrmed the hypothesis, and the National Academies 
appointed a planning committee to convene the U.S. Research 
Data Summit. 

Planning and Convening an In-Person 
Summit 

To inform the Summit agenda, the planning committee held virtual 
focus groups to explore themes uncovered by the ARL and USNC/ 
CODATA survey. They included organizational approaches to AI, 
cross-sector access to research data, decarbonization data needs, 
disruption data, Indigenous data governance, and justice, equity, 
diversity, and inclusion considerations. 

The Summit itself convened national organizations from various 
sectors to strategize on increasing coherence, communication, 
and collaboration in research data policies and practices 
within the United States and fostered dynamic discussions and 
collaborations, resulting in a draf of data sharing principles 
focused on leading with empathy, empowering data workers, 
building trust, prioritizing equity, making evidence-based 
decisions, and ensuring sustainable compliance. 

Potential collaborations were also identifed, with one 
proposed initiative aiming to use a data-driven approach to 
strategically allocate resources to decarbonization and green 
energy transitions across environmental, social, and economic 
dimensions. This initiative would unite stakeholders from policy, 
corporate, governmental, private, and academic sectors, 
capitalizing on existing expertise and initiatives within these 
sectors. Using LinkedIn data was recommended as an initial step 
for identifying current initiatives. 

Casey Weston from LinkedIn and Stefaan Verhulst from The 
GovLab, an afliate of the IDSP, provided valuable insights as 
panelists during the session as well as contributing their expertise 
to the breakout sessions, Charting a Path for AI Policies, Ethics, 
and Cross-Sector Adoption and Collaborative Approaches for 
Data-Driven Application Decarbonization and Resilience. 

Looking ahead, the National Academies will publish a Proceedings 
of a Workshop-in Brief in early 2024 and the planning committee 
will continue to engage with the Summit participants to identify 
areas for collaboration. 

This summit marked a meaningful advancement in fostering 
relationships with the research community, promoting greater 
openness in private sector data, and identifying collaborations for 
positive societal progress. Moving forward, the IDSP will continue 
to seek opportunities to join and bring these communities 
together. 
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https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/us-research-data-summit
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Engaging with Open Data and Policy Communities 
The IDSP is committed to sharing our knowledge, experience, and perspectives with the global research community, 
public sector, intergovernmental organizations, and other industry leaders. In the past year, we’ve participated in events 
and authored publications that showcased our work and vision for the future of open and accessible data in the private 
sector. Below are highlights of our activities, which underscores the partnership’s commitment to fostering collaboration 
across sectors for societal beneft. 

Data for Policy 2022 

The Data for Policy conference, held annually, serves as 
a global platform for interdisciplinary discussions on data 
science innovation’s concepts, uses, and impacts in policy 
and the public sector. In December 2022, participants 
from academia, nonproft, and government sectors 
convened to explore the ecosystems of innovation and 
virtual-physical interactions. 

IDSP member Jennifer Hansen from Microsof 
participated in the Open Data: Privacy, Ownership, Trust 
panel, where the panelists discussed the need to establish 
trust and incentivize data sharing, proposing solutions like 
a Data Ombudsman role and an Open Data Ambassador 
program. 

UK Water Open Data Forum 

Northumbrian Water Group led a small group to establish 
the frst Open Data Forum for Water, hosted by Microsof in 
September 2023.  In addition to Microsof, Northumbrian 
Water was supported by some of the IDSP members and 
afliates GitHub, UKPN and the Open Data Institute. They 
joined representatives from various sectors within the water 
industry, including water companies and industry bodies to 
defne, document, and publish a draf industry roadmap to 
drive tangible progress. 
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Data & Policy Journal Commentary 

In June 2023, the Data & Policy Journal published 
an article authored by members, Jennifer Hansen 
of Microsof and Yiu-Shing Pang from UK Power 
Networks, titled Opening industry data: The private 
sector’s role in addressing societal challenges. The 
piece explores how private company data can drive 
scientifc progress and address societal issues. It 
emphasizes the benefts of open data in expediting 
discoveries, fostering collaboration, and ensuring 
business longevity. While data privacy and security 
are valid concerns, companies can employ practical 
measures like robust data governance and stakeholder 
engagement. 

The commentary underscores pressing societal 
issues, including climate change, poverty, and limited 
access to education and employment. It highlights the 
signifcant contribution the private sector can make 
by making their data more accessible. This approach 
drives innovation and enables companies to actively 
participate in fnding meaningful solutions. 

Additionally, the article provides actionable steps for 
companies dealing with privacy and security issues, 
highlighting the tangible advantages that open data 
can ofer in advancing both scientifc progress and 
societal well-being. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/article/opening-industry-data-the-private-sectors-role-in-addressing-societal-challenges/34D16FBCCF8BCCF5FE6AEEEB049F8B77
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/data-and-policy/article/opening-industry-data-the-private-sectors-role-in-addressing-societal-challenges/34D16FBCCF8BCCF5FE6AEEEB049F8B77
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FTTwuvx0PNBOiqm9gIcbn_8-4_EwF5wy/view
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Engaging with Open Data and Policy Communities 

State of Open Data Policy Summit 2023 

In June 2023, Gretchen Deo of Microsof participated 
as a panelist at the State of Open Data Policy Summit, 
hosted by the Open Data Policy Lab. This annual 
conference convenes stakeholders from across 
government, industry, and civil society to explore 
practices for making open data policy impactful. 

The Open Data and Data Collaboration: Private Data for 
Public Good panel delved into the unique considerations 
of the private sector in advancing open data initiatives, 
and highlighted current innovations in the feld. 

ODI Summit 2022 & 2023 

The Open Data Institute, an afliate of the IDSP, hosts an annual summit to convene representatives from civil society, the public and 
private sectors, and academia to discuss current events happening in the open data space. 

Demonstrating its commitment to continued engagement, IDSP members from Microsof, UK Power Networks, Ookla, and LinkedIn joined 
panels for the 2022 and 2023 summit to talk about the opportunity for the private sector to open and share its data to help solve societal 
challenges and why eforts like the IDSP play a role. 

State of Open Con 23 

In February 2023, IDSP members Matt Webb of UK Power 
Networks, Melissa Tallack from Northumbrian Water, and 
Sonia Cooper from Microsof, participated as panelists at 
the State of Open Con, an event hosted by Open UK. 

They contributed to the session titled Open Data for 
Climate Action, which examined the role of 
public-private collaboration in utilizing open data to 
address the challenges posed by climate change. The 
discussion emphasized how joint eforts between 
governments and the private sector can harness open data 
to bolster climate action. 

Expanding Open Data Infrastructure: A 
virtual roundtable by the ODI, LSEG and 
Microsof 

In October 2023, ODI, Refnitiv and Microsof hosted a 
roundtable to discuss the importance of open data and 
open infrastructure to help build markets, deliver value to 
individuals and organisations, and improve society and the 
environment. 

The roundtable convened private sector companies across 
multiple industries. All participants worked in some part of 
the ESG and net zero ecosystems. The discussion produced 
insights around how further open data collaboration and 
innovation can help us all achieve our missions. 

Through engagement activities such as these, the IDSP strives to contribute to the advancement of the open data agenda 
for the private sector to beneft society, and to work with actors in the data ecosystem to develop solutions together for 
societal good. We look forward to continuing our engagement and collaborating with other like-minded organizations and 
individuals in this space. 
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https://opendatapolicylab.org/articles/event-moving-from-open-data-policy-to-action/
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GitHub’s Innovation Graph 

In September of 2023, GitHub announced the launch 
of the GitHub Innovation Graph, an open data and 
insights platform on the global and local impact of 
sofware developers. In the past, measures of 
innovation have focused solely on resources like 
patents and research papers, while policymakers and 
researchers struggled to fnd reliable data on global 
trends in sofware development. GitHub created the 
Innovation Graph as a solution. 

The Innovation Graph includes longitudinal metrics on 
sofware development for economies around the world. 
This open data initiative was launched with a dedicated 
webpage and repository, and provides quarterly data 
on eight metrics dating back to 2020: Git pushes, 
developers, organizations, repositories, languages, 
licenses, topics, and economy collaborators. The 
platform ofers several data visualizations, and the 
repository outlines GitHub’s methodology. Data for 
each metric (licensed) is available to download (CC0-
1.0). 

GitHub’s Innovation Graph will be useful for 
researchers, policymakers, and developers alike. In 
research commissioned by GitHub to help design the 
platform, consultancy Tattle found that researchers in 
the international development, public policy, and 
economics felds had interest in using GitHub data but 
faced many barriers while trying to obtain and use the 
data. The Innovation Graph aims to lower those 
barriers. Researchers in other felds will also beneft 

from convenient, aggregated data that may have 
previously required third-party data providers if it was 
available at all. 

Promoting digital transformation and well-paid jobs 
is a key goal for many policymakers. GitHub was 
encouraged to see research indicating that open 
source contributions on GitHub were associated 
with more startups, increased innovation, and tens 
of billions of euros in GDP. It is anticipated that more 
readily accessible data will contribute to more (and 
compelling) research, and ultimately an increase in 
policies that foster developer opportunity, as well as an 
increased opportunity for someone to become a 
developer in the frst place. 

Developers will be able to see and explore a broader 
context for their contributions, for example, the ways in 
which developers collaborate across the global 
economy, or how a particular language or topic they 
may be interested in is trending in their local economy 
or around the world. 

GitHub released the Innovation Graph as a data 
resource for community reuse and is excited to see 
how policymakers, researchers, and companies explore 
data trends, use the data to inform research and make 
beautiful visualizations, and for developers to show how 
their contributions relate to broader trends. 

Future Directions 
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https://innovationgraph.github.com/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/
https://socialimpact.github.com/assets/img/research/GitHub_StandardizedMetrics.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048733323001300
https://github.blog/2022-10-06-developers-are-now-included-in-the-wipo-global-innovation-index/
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-publishes-study-impact-open-source-european-economy#:~:text=The%20study%20predicts%20that%20an,start%2Dups%20in%20the%20EU.
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-publishes-study-impact-open-source-european-economy#:~:text=The%20study%20predicts%20that%20an,start%2Dups%20in%20the%20EU.
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LinkedIn’s Data for Impact Program 
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Over the past year, LinkedIn’s Data for Impact program 
has helped inform digital training programs in 
Lebanon, AI workforce strategies in Latin America, 
economic policy in Germany, and cybersecurity 
dialogues in the US. As these contributions 
demonstrate, LinkedIn takes seriously its commitment 
to partner with public beneft entities, at no cost, 
to achieve its vision of generating economic 
opportunity for every member of the global workforce. 
Governments, multilaterals, and non-profts all 
leverage LinkedIn’s unique insights on digital skills and 
AI, the green transition, and gender equity to improve 
labor market function and equity. 

As a founding member of IDSP, LinkedIn has sought 
to leverage this community of industry partners to 
innovate around data sharing agreements, project 
prioritization, and private sector incentives. The story 
of LinkedIn’s collaboration with non-proft workforce 
innovator, International Youth Foundation (IYF), 
illustrates three lessons learned over this year: create 
data menus, fnd the impact, tell the story. 

Create data menus: IYF sought to boost the supply of 
skilled professionals for the electric vehicle (EV) 
manufacturing sector in Mexico, a critical sub-industry 
for Mexican economic development and a just green 
transition. IYF had a variety of thoughtful questions for 
LinkedIn about EV skill supply and demand, but not all 
of them could be answered by the no-cost Data for 
Impact program. By developing a clear menu of data 
and insights on ofer, the teams were able to co-craf a 
data request that could produce the necessary insights 
in a timely fashion. 

Find the impact: LinkedIn’s Data for Impact program 
gets approached by many researchers and 
practitioners seeking insights for exploratory purposes. 
While admirable and necessary, exploratory exercises 
alone cannot lay the foundation for a private sector 
data-sharing operation; to justify investment beyond 
what regulations require, programs like Data for 
Impact must demonstrate that some portion of their 
work drives real-world impact. IYF stood ready to take 
LinkedIn’s insights directly to market, incorporating 
them into training curricula with promise to advance 
economic development and a just green transition for 
members of Mexico’s workforce. 

Tell the story: IYF and LinkedIn both sought to 
celebrate this data sharing collaboration as a means of 
encouraging similar eforts and drawing industry 
members into conversations around what skills the 
green transition requires. The collaborators 
co-authored a blog on their work to highlight the nuts 
and bolts of how their data-sharing operation 
functioned and request advice from peers on how to 
improve it moving forward. 

Data for Impact looks forward to collaborating with the 
IDSP community to deepen its commitment to privacy-
preserving data sharing and build on these lessons 
learned in the year ahead! 

https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/data-for-impact
https://datapartnership.org/updates/digital-skills-gap-mena/
https://datapartnership.org/updates/digital-skills-gap-mena/
https://indicelatam.cl/home-en/
https://www.iab-forum.de/en/the-iab-linkedin-reallocation-radar-great-resignation-is-not-a-trend/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/oncd/briefing-room/2023/11/07/readout-biden-administration-continues-national-cyber-workforce-education-strategy-implementation-convenes-experts-to-chart-a-path-forward-for-the-collection-of-more-accurate-cyber-workforce-d/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/oncd/briefing-room/2023/11/07/readout-biden-administration-continues-national-cyber-workforce-education-strategy-implementation-convenes-experts-to-chart-a-path-forward-for-the-collection-of-more-accurate-cyber-workforce-d/
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/content/dam/me/economicgraph/en-us/PDF/preparing-the-workforce-for-generative-ai.pdf
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/content/dam/me/economicgraph/en-us/PDF/preparing-the-workforce-for-generative-ai.pdf
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/research/global-green-skills-report
https://economicgraph.linkedin.com/blog/narrowing-the-stem-gender-retention-gap-early-learnings-from-research
https://www.industrydataforsociety.com/news/mapping-the-green-transition-one-skill-at-a-time/


 

 
 

 

 

 

Northumbrian Water’s Open Data Strategy 
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Northumbrian Water believes strongly in the power of 
data to fuel innovation.  They have a long track record of 
facilitating successful innovation through their 
annual innovation festival, which has been running since 
2017.  Within the water industry, many of the challenges 
they face are complex and involve many stakeholders. 
Through sharing and opening their data, it can be 
utilized by others alongside other data to 
unlock value and greater insights for their customers. 

The principle behind the festival was simple – set a 
challenge, convene a diverse group of people, input 
as much relevant data as possible, and create the right 
environment for creativity and collaboration to fourish. 

Given the company’s desire to innovate and push 
boundaries, it comes as no surprise that Northumbrian 
Water wanted to take their open innovation approach 
to a broader stage through opening up its data.  The 
company felt it was important to publicly set out their 
ambitions and commitments in an Open Data Strategy 
which can be found here. 

The strategy is published under open license (CC-BY-
SA) to help support and encourage other companies to 
do the same. Northumbrian Water’s mission is to make 
a wide range of useful datasets available, along with 
contextual information that can help others use and 
interpret their data. 

They aim to boost the discovery of innovative solutions 
that will improve their performance, as well as allow for 
the creation of new products and services. In order to 
achieve these goals, Northumbrian Water has created a 
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six-pillar strategy based on the following pillars: 
Northumbrian Water will: 

• Continue to lead the water industry as it moves 
together towards Open Data. 

• Publish data openly in an easy-to-consume way. 
• Focus eforts on improving the lives of its customers 

and the precious environment in which we live. 
• Collaborate with other primary, secondary and third 

sector organizations such as utilities, higher education, 
social enterprises, and other businesses in the region 
to enable better cross-sector outcomes. 

• Convene a vibrant local ecosystem, promoting citizen 
data science and building valuable skills in the region. 

• Build out the enabling people, process, and 
technology capabilities for open data within the 
organization. 

In addition, Northumbrian Water, along with 11 other 
water company partners, were successful in securing 
innovation funding from the Ofwat Water Breakthrough 
Challenge (WBC) competition in May 2022. This 
initiative is called Stream and involves 13 of the 17 
English, Welsh and Scottish water companies, which 
collectively serve over 60% of the UK’s population. The 
vision of Stream is to harness the power of water data to 
serve customers, society, and the environment. 

Thanks to WBC funding, Stream has been able to 
create a high-level design for all components required 
to develop a common framework that will facilitate data 
sharing within and across sectors. This scalable Open 
Data framework aims to make it as simple as possible for 
water companies to publish data and for innovators to 
tackle key sector and cross-sector challenges. The frst 
datasets will be published at the end of 2023. 

Future Directions 

https://www.nwg.co.uk/open-data
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Open Energy Data Maturity Framework hosted by UKPN 
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The Open Energy Data Maturity Framework (OEDMF) 
hosted by UK Power Networks (UKPN), and created by 
Matt Webb – its Head of Enterprise of Data 
Management, is a comprehensive resource that 
provides a defnition of the enabling capabilities an 
organization needs to implement open data in energy. 
It also provides an assessment of corresponding 
maturity. 

While the framework is specifc to energy, most of it 
is applicable to other sectors. There is an increasing 
demand for energy data, driven by the need to tackle 
global warming, demand for renewable energy 
generation, electrifcation of transport, and changes in 
lifestyles. Open energy data helps in making quicker 
and better-informed investment decisions and 
improving the accuracy of modelling load or 
generation. 

UK Power Networks’ Open Street Works dataset is an 
example of a challenge but also an exciting 
opportunity. It is updated every two hours, showing 
where live street works activities are taking place. This 
requires good data governance, data quality, and auto-
mation. The dataset provides visibility to other utilities 
and local authorities. Real synergies could be achieved 
if proposed street works are surfaced, 
enabling opportunities for collaboration. 

The OEDMF sets out seven themes, from strategy to 
data publication, and 38 dimensions that defne the 
specifc arrangements, capabilities, and processes 
that an organization needs to develop and implement. 

Maturity is assessed based on these dimensions, with 
each dimension being assigned a maturity rating of 
one to fve. Maturity indicators detail the specifc 
characteristics within each of the individual 
dimensions. At the start of the Open Data program in 
2021, a baseline assessment with a score of 45.11% 
was achieved. UK Power Networks set an 
aspirational overall end score of ~92%. At the end of 
2022, the score was 67.56%, with strong progress 
made across all themes and dimensions. At the end of 
2023, the score advanced to 73.60%. 

UK Power Networks has found the OEDMF to be 
highly benefcial in informing team and individual 
target setting and has helped develop and deliver open 
data services. They encourage other organizations to 
utilize the framework to help inform their own 
strategies and development plans, establish a baseline, 
and assess their organization periodically to measure 
progress and identify strengths and weaknesses. 

As more organizations use this framework and publish 
their scores, the industry can then benchmark 
organizations, driving a competitive state which 
benefts open data users. 

https://ukpowernetworks.sharepoint.com/sites/OpenDataPortalLibrary/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FOpenDataPortalLibrary%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FOpen%20Energy%20Data%20Maturity%20Framework%2FOED%20Maturity%20Framework%2Ezip&parent=%2Fsites%2FOpenDataPortalLibrary%2FShared%20Documents%2FGeneral%2FOpen%20Energy%20Data%20Maturity%20Framework&p=true&ga=1


FEATURES FROM 
OUR AFFILIATES 
The GovLab at NYU and the Open Data Institute, afliates of the IDSP, share 
their perspectives on private sector data availability in addressing societal 
issues and provide a look at the opportunities ahead for collaboration. 
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Perspectives from The GovLab 
By Dr. Stefaan Verhulst at The GovLab 

Strategic Data Stewardship: The Role of the Private 
Sector in Shaping the Future of Data Collaboration 

In recent years, the private sector has recognized the potential 
of leveraging its vast data resources for the public good. This 
endeavor, while worthwhile socially and able to contribute 
to a company’s bottom line, poses both opportunity and 
risk. Until now, fear of these risks has outweighed a desire to 
seize the opportunities. This has in turn limited the number of 
collaborations for data reuse initiatives in the private sector. 

Data stewardship is a key principle and concept that can help 
overcome industry’s (ofen understandable) risk aversion. Data 
stewardship, when operationalized, represents a critical strategy 
or role within an organization, focusing on maximizing the utility 
and impact of data assets for both the organization and the 
public. This role, which can be held by an individual or a group, 
involves developing and implementing responsible data practices 
and ensuring ethical and legal compliance in data management. 
Data stewards are key in identifying and fostering internal and 
external collaboration opportunities, thereby enhancing the 
sharing and utilization of data. 

In this essay, I explore how the private sector can nurture and 
encourage data stewardship, unlocking the social and business 
potential of data. First, I examine four key steps that companies 
can take, focusing on making the practice of data stewardship 
more systematic, sustainable, responsible, and networked. I then 
discuss the critical role that can be played by data collaboratives, 
an emerging form of inter-sectoral partnership, typically between 
the private and public sectors, that can help advance the 
practices of data sharing and data reuse. Finally, I conclude with 
some thoughts on building what I call a Data4Good Stack–an 
integrated set of tools, resources, and practices to help promote 
data stewardship and the reuse of privately held data for the 
public good. 
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Key Steps to Advance Data Stewardship 

Data stewards have been a feature of the corporate landscape 
for several years now, sometimes and mostly operating under a 
diferent nomenclature. Despite increased recognition among 
industry leaders of their value, data stewards have ofen had 
trouble advancing their goals. This difculty can be attributed 
to a number of factors, including a lack of awareness of their 
critical role in both the frst (providing access) and last (translating 
insight into action) mile of data initiatives, the absence of a clear 
defnition or authority when it comes to their responsibilities, as 
well as the previously mentioned risk aversion that ofen leads 
companies to avoid data sharing and reuse. 

At The GovLab (New York) and the DataTank (Brussels), both of 
which I co-founded, we have supported numerous organizations 
in advancing data stewardship in both the private, public and 
nonproft sectors. Based on this practice and additional research, 
we have identifed four key steps that companies can take to 
make data stewards more successful. 

Systematic: The frst step towards advancing data stewardship 
is to make its practice more systematic, for example by moving 
beyond pilot projects to integrate data sharing and collaboration 
into core business processes. These goals can be achieved by 
establishing a dedicated data stewardship ofce or function 
within organizations. Such a position or ofce would specialize in 
requesting or providing access to data and expertise to address 
public needs, ensuring that data sharing and collaboration are 
not just ad-hoc projects but integral parts of an organization’s 
structure. 

Sustainable: Sustainability, another key step, refers to the fnancial 
and environmental viability of data stewardship. Financial 
sustainability can be ensured by developing and strengthening 

the business case for data collaboration. This involves 
demonstrating how sharing data can lead to new business 
opportunities, innovations, and enhanced brand reputation, 
in addition to advancing societal goals. On the environmental 
front, data stewards should also work toward minimizing carbon 
footprints when leveraging data centers, aligning with global 
eforts to combat climate change. 

Responsible: Developing policies and frameworks for responsible 
data stewardship is also essential. Responsible data stewardship 
encompasses preventing misuse and promoting benefcial use 
of data. It requires robust data responsibility policies to address 
privacy, security, and ethical considerations. Responsible data 
stewardship also involves developing standards and protocols that 
ensure data is used in a way that benefts society while respecting 
personally identifable information (PII) and community’s interests. 

Networked: Establishing networks between and among data 
stewards can play a vital role in encouraging data stewardship 
and data sharing. Such networks, which may take a physical or 
virtual form, are akin to professional trade associations or other 
similar groups and could include as members both data stewards 
themselves and those tasked with overseeing data stewards within 
organizations. Among other benefts, networks of data stewards 
can serve as platforms for exchanging best practices, exploring 
partnership opportunities, and collectively addressing challenges 
and limitations. 

https://opendatapolicylab.org/images/odpl/third-wave-of-opendata.pdf
https://datavaluesdigest.substack.com/p/3-barriers-to-successful-data-collaboratives
https://thegovlab.org/static/files/publications/wanted-data-stewards.pdf
https://medium.com/data-stewards-network/data-stewardship-re-imagined-capacities-and-competencies-d37a0ebaf0ee
https://datacollaboratives.org/
https://thegovlab.org
https://datatank.org/
https://medium.com/data-stewards-network/wanted-data-stewards-drafting-the-job-specs-for-a-re-imagined-data-stewardship-role-f7cd28a83379
https://medium.com/data-stewards-network/wanted-data-stewards-drafting-the-job-specs-for-a-re-imagined-data-stewardship-role-f7cd28a83379
https://directus.thegovlab.com/uploads/odpl_course/originals/2a20c8c7-8eac-4e8b-a5aa-1847a7e1ba94.pdf
https://dataresponsibilityjourney.org/steps
https://medium.com/data-stewards-network
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Perspectives from The GovLab 
Data Stewards and Data Collaboratives 

As data stewardship becomes increasingly institutionalized, a new 
operational model for accessing data is emerging as central to its 
practice: the data collaborative. As mentioned, data collaboratives 
refer to a cross-sectoral partnership that enables the sharing of 
data held by an entity (typically in the private sector), to be used 
by a third party (ofen in the non-proft or public sectors). If data 
stewards are the individuals or groups that initiate and oversee 
data sharing, then data collaboratives are the vehicles for the 
exchange: they efectuate the policies and directions of data 
stewards. As such, the form and structure of data collaboratives, 
about which we have written extensively elsewhere, are central to 
the practice of data stewardship. 

As with data stewards, the evident potential of data collaboratives 
is ofen limited by a range of factors. These include a lack of 
awareness as well as concern over perceived costs.  Three key 
steps can help organizations more efectively implement data 
collaboratives and thus advance the role of data stewards. 

Lower Transaction Costs: Lowering the transaction costs 
of establishing partnerships is crucial for encouraging data 
collaboration. This goal can be achieved in a number of ways, 
for example, by developing template licensing or data sharing 
agreements that simplify the legal and administrative processes 
involved in data collaboration. In addition, facilities and resource 
sharing (e.g., cloud computing or technical capacities) can also 
help lower costs. 

Raise Awareness: The potential of data collaboratives is ofen 
unrealized simply due to a lack of awareness. When individuals, 
organizations, governments, and other stakeholders are more 
informed about the positive outcomes and opportunities ofered 
by data collaboratives, they are more likely to actively engage in 
such initiatives. Greater awareness can also mitigate concerns 
about data privacy and security, as well as foster a culture of 
transparency and trust among collaborators. 

Data Collaboratives as a Key Pillar of ESG: Data collaboratives, 
and data stewardship in general, can signifcantly enhance a 
company’s Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) profle 
by fostering responsible and sustainable business practices. 
Through collaboration with external stakeholders, especially in the 
non-proft sector, companies can share (and access) valuable data 
resources that allow them to make informed decisions and design 
more environmentally friendly and socially responsible strategies. 
By participating in data collaboratives, businesses can therefore 
not only improve their ESG performance but also demonstrate 
their commitment to a more sustainable and responsible corporate 
agenda, which is increasingly valued by investors, customers, and 
other stakeholders. 

Conclusion: Toward a Data4Good Stack 

The private sector plays a crucial role in advancing data 
stewardship for the public good. By adopting a systematic, 
sustainable, and responsible approach to data stewardship, 
companies can not only enhance their own business operations 
but also contribute signifcantly to societal well-being. Establishing 
dedicated data stewardship functions, lowering transaction costs, 
developing a strong business case for data collaboration, and 
integrating data stewardship into corporate ESG strategies are 
pivotal steps towards realizing this vision. 

In conclusion, we suggest that many of these goals can be 
implemented through an integrated Data4Good stack. The 
concept of a Data4Good stack involves creating a suite of 
tools, best practices, and frameworks that would encourage 
collaboration and leverage data for the public good. This 
stack, which would include both technical and non-technical 
components, would guide organizations in implementing efective 
data stewardship strategies, learning from best practices, and 
ensuring they are practical, impactful, and aligned with broader 

societal and corporate goals. For example, the stack could 
include guides on setting up diferent types of collaborations, 
non-traditional data sources that can be tapped into, and best 
practices from the feld. It could also include tools for navigating 
specifc barriers to data collaboration and other governance 
processes. 

These are ideas toward an integrated implementation strategy to 
advance data stewardship. One thing is certain: as data continues 
to grow in both volume and social and economic importance, the 
role of the private sector in stewarding this valuable resource to 
fulfll its public interest potential will become increasingly critical. 
Data stewardship and data collaboratives ofer two of the most 
promising avenues for fulflling this potential. 
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https://datacollaboratives.org/
https://static.ie.edu/CGC/10_Verhulst_DataCollaboratives_2023.pdf
https://www.devex.com/news/opinion-the-promises-and-challenges-of-data-collaboratives-for-the-sdgs-94082
https://www.dsa.opendatapolicylab.org/
https://www.dsa.opendatapolicylab.org/
https://www.barrons.com/articles/esg-data-companies-governance-9a3bd57d
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Perspectives from the Open Data Institute 
By Josh D’Addario at the Open Data Institute 

Going far by going together: The IDSP’s role in 
driving private sector data sharing 

By some accounts, open data in the UK is almost 14 years old now, 
following the launch of data.gov.uk in January 2010, though 
scholars and activists in the movement had been working on ‘open’ 
longer than that. But as the date we’ve chosen to start counting 
from entails, the original target of open data in the UK, and indeed 
the ODI, was opening government data. This seems an obvious 
choice, our taxes pay for the collection, management, and use of 
this data – why shouldn’t we be able to access it? 

But we know that there is data out there held by other organisations 
besides the government that could provide a lot of beneft to 
society. Academia sits on a wealth of research data on every topic 
from astronomy to zoology, ofen making this information available 
through open access. Charities and philanthropics fund major 
projects around the world that create valuable data, tools and 
insights for wider use. However, it is private sector companies that 
may be the holders of critical data for helping us combat 
crises such as climate, biodiversity, and the cost of living. As afliate 
members of the Industry Data for Society Partnership (IDSP), we are 
working to turn this potential into a reality. 

The value of data sharing in the private sector 

The value of data can be an elusive concept. Some try to quantify 
the value of datasets based on econometric approaches, and speak 
of non-rivalry and externalities. Though that scholarship can be 
important, it can also be misleading, and it is important to 
remember that the value of data is really about how it can improve 
people’s lives. 

Future Directions 

It is primarily from this standpoint that the ODI has been 
researching and advising to further unlock the data held by 
businesses and the consequent benefts. Our reports and case 
studies ofen demonstrate the potential value that sharing data can 
bring to the companies that hold it to encourage more open 
behaviour, which can ultimately lead to wider societal good. 
We know that increasing access to data held by the private sector 
can provide wider societal benefts by: 

• Increasing access to valuable services. The OpenActive 
initiative, led by the ODI and Sport England, helps publish data 
held by private companies in the ftness and leisure sector about 
the diferent products and services they ofer. This has led to 
an increase in physical activity nationally, with estimated health 
benefts of up to 110 premature deaths and £3 million in health 
costs avoided per year. 

• Creating insights through data pooling. HiLo Maritime Risk 
Management pools safety data shared by shipping companies 
from across the industry to provide safety recommendations 
based on insights from the data. This service supports shipping 
companies to operate more safely, having led to reduced lifeboat 
accidents by 72%, engine room fres by 65%, and bunker spills 
by 25%. 

• Addressing sector-wide challenges. National Grid ESO is 
working with Open Climate Fix on its solar ‘nowcasting’ service 
for its national control room, which uses and publishes open 
data and code. This open data collaboration is leading to more 
accurate forecasts that could reduce the number of gas plants 
the National Grid relies on, aiding the shif to a net zero system 
by cutting out 100,000 tonnes of CO2 per year. 
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https://www.data.gov.uk/
https://theodi.github.io/drland/index.html
https://gatesopenresearch.org/search?q=%22open+data+institute%22
https://gatesopenresearch.org/search?q=%22open+data+institute%22
https://www.industrydataforsociety.com/partners-affiliates/
https://theodi.org/insights/reports/report-sharing-data-to-create-value-in-the-private-sector/
https://theodi.org/news-and-events/blog/seven-reasons-why-businesses-should-be-sharing-data/
https://theodi.org/news-and-events/blog/seven-reasons-why-businesses-should-be-sharing-data/
https://theodi.org/insights/impact-stories/case-study-the-value-of-sharing-data-for-improving-market-reach/
https://theodi.org/insights/impact-stories/case-study-the-value-of-sharing-data-for-improving-market-reach/
https://2383466880-files.gitbook.io/~/files/v0/b/gitbook-x-prod.appspot.com/o/spaces%2FVUkSPHU5HPU1tRWlOg6N%2Fuploads%2FQFOC3Y3JskX5U0rJ2e8y%2F191108%20-%20Open%20standards%20for%20data%20-%20FINAL.PDF?alt=media&token=8748c5af-e007-4217-9350-1c1e563d99bb
https://2383466880-files.gitbook.io/~/files/v0/b/gitbook-x-prod.appspot.com/o/spaces%2FVUkSPHU5HPU1tRWlOg6N%2Fuploads%2FQFOC3Y3JskX5U0rJ2e8y%2F191108%20-%20Open%20standards%20for%20data%20-%20FINAL.PDF?alt=media&token=8748c5af-e007-4217-9350-1c1e563d99bb
https://theodi.org/insights/impact-stories/case-study-the-value-of-sharing-data-for-benchmarking-and-insights/
https://theodi.org/insights/impact-stories/case-study-the-value-of-sharing-data-for-benchmarking-and-insights/
https://theodi.org/insights/impact-stories/case-study-the-value-of-sharing-data-to-address-sector-challenges/
https://theodi.org/insights/impact-stories/case-study-the-value-of-sharing-data-to-address-sector-challenges/
https://openclimatefix.org/projects/forecasting
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Perspectives from the Open Data Institute 

ODI & IDSP 

We are thrilled to see this collection of companies coming together 
to collaborate around new ways of leveraging open data 
infrastructure to drive benefts to society. To name a few of the 
highlights from the individual companies of the partnership we have 
seen that: 

• UK Power Networks launched a world-class open data portal, 
publishing data about the energy network infrastructure and 
usage, alongside examples of reuses and case studies to show 
researchers, decision makers, and potential innovators the 
existing value of these open datasets. 

• Microsof’s Planetary Computer combines a multi-petabyte 
catalogue of global environmental data with open APIs, a 
development environment full of open-source tools, and 
numerous applications enabling users to power environmental 
sustainability and earth science programmes. 

• Northumbrian Water Group published the frst open data strategy 
in the water sector and is a leading force for the industry through 
both its annual Innovation Festival and especially as the lead 
organisation of the Stream initiative seeking to build a data 
institution focused on publishing data held by water companies 
openly. 

But the sum of this partnership is bigger than its parts. As noted in 
the Data Challenge section, this was demonstrated when the IDSP 
and the ODI launched the Data for Local Environments Challenge to 
highlight the role publicly available data can play in better 
understanding how local governments can improve local 
environments, such as reaching their net zero goals. 

winners of the Challenge: 

• 

challenges toward achieving net-zero by leveraging energy 
data from UKPN and Microsof’s data for renewable generation 
modelling, to estimate local authorities’ total renewable 
generation and the consequential carbon emissions reduction. 

In June 2023, a global judging panel decided upon the three 

Estimated Energy Attribution Certifcates, linked to Councils 
by Ayrton Bourn which aids UK local authorities in addressing 

• Infrastracker, Open Data for Local Governments to Reduce 
Infrastructure Development-Co2 Emissions (Kenya) by the 
Demography Project, which integrates community-centred public 
engagement, open data from Motor Vehicle Registration, GIS, 
and GHG emissions, supporting local and county governments in 
curbing carbon emissions and minimising environmental impact 
in road construction. 

• Council Climate Action Scorecards (UK) by Climate Emergency UK 
which pioneers citizen-driven evaluation of UK councils’ journey 
to net zero by consolidating comprehensive data on all feasible 
and implemented measures, uniting the local climate action 
movement and addressing the existing fragmented, sector-
specifc data issue. 
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Perspectives from the Open Data Institute 

The Road Ahead 

The benefts and opportunities are 

clear and within reach, and the 

IDSP is an important vehicle to help 

us, and others like us, achieve our 

ambitions to use data for societal 

impact. Looking forward, we 

have identifed three high impact 

opportunities to take the next steps. 

It is an exciting time to be working 

with like-minded organisations in the 

private sector. The opportunities to 

improve people’s lives are in front of 

us, and we have the tools to unlock 

them together. The ODI is thrilled for 

the next year of collaboration with 

the IDSP. 

1 An expanded focus on the environment and net zero 

The Data for Local Environments Challenge was a great test of the value and demand for data about this 
topic, already held by IDSP members. Making more data available and bringing in new members with 
complementary datasets will only increase impact in a critical area. Bringing a public health lens into scope, 
as it relates to environmental health and the climate crisis, as well as including organisations in the Global 
South can greatly improve the impact of data collaboration in this area. 

2 Showcase the impact of open and shared data 

IDSP members and afliates should create and collate case studies of how open and shared data can create 
benefts for consumers, communities, the environment and even data holders themselves. This can help to 
encourage other organisations beyond the IDSP to follow their lead, or even seek to join the partnership in 
order to collaborate with them. 

3 Review novel ways that IDSP members can increase access to the data they hold 

This could be done by researching the ecosystem of privacy-enhancing technologies that would allow for 
more data to be published or shared with a reduced risk of exposing sensitive and/or personal data through 
diferent anonymisation and aggregation techniques. This could also include exploring the world of Smart 
Data. Countries such as the UK are currently experimenting with ‘Smart Data’ – secure, consented data 
sharing between organisations, enabling them to ofer innovative services to consumers and small 
businesses. IDSP members are well placed to support this efort. 
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Future Directions and Opportunities 
As the IDSP looks ahead to i ts next 
phase, our primary focus remains on 
providing greater access to private 
sector data to help develop solut ions 
to societal  chal lenges. We do this 
by mapping to our commitments to 
make data more open and accessible, 
share knowledge, and invest in 
ski l ls development whi le protect ing 
individuals’  pr ivacy. 

The IDSP was launched in 2022 with the vision of creating a 
network of industry leaders who are committed to advancing 
the public good through the responsible use and sharing 
of private sector data. The partnership is excited about 
the progress and contributions made in its inaugural year, 
demonstrating the beneft of opening up private sector data 
to develop solutions for today’s challenges. Highlights include: 

• Launching the Data for Local Environments Challenge, 
which focused on harnessing publicly available data 
to empower local governments in enhancing their 
environments. 

• Partnering with the National Academies to plan the U.S. 
Research Data Summit, which brought together leaders and 
experts from various sectors to discuss the opportunities 
and challenges of research data. 

• Engaging with the global research community through 
events and publications, showcasing the IDSP’s work and 
vision for the future of open data in the private sector. 

• Showcasing industry insights and impact from the 
partnership’s members, such as GitHub’s Innovation Graph, 
Northumbrian Water’s Open Data Strategy, and the Open 
Energy Data Maturity Framework hosted by UKPN. 

The IDSP aims to build on the progress achieved in its 
inaugural year, with its primary objective to facilitate private 
sector data sharing between the private sector and data 
practitioners, policymakers, civil society organizations, and 
academia to tackle societal challenges. To support the 
primary objective, the partnership will develop best practices, 
showcase impactful initiatives, and expand its network and 
outreach. 

Additionally, recognizing the importance of collaboration and 
knowledge exchange, the IDSP will continue to partner with 
its afliates, The GovLab and the Open Data Institute (ODI), as 
well as work to engage new members. 

Guided by the partnership’s commitments of opening, or 
expanding access to private sector data, disseminating 
knowledge and insights, investing in the development of a 
diverse group of professionals, and safeguarding individuals’ 
privacy throughout all of these activities, we are pursuing the 
following activities in 2024. 

Create Practical Resources for Guiding the Private 
Sector: The IDSP is committed to creating practical 
resources tailored for the private sector, ofering guidance to 
like-minded companies that are exploring ways to make their 
data more accessible for societal beneft. The partnership 
aims to facilitate and streamline the process of data sharing, 
promoting a collective efort in addressing pressing societal 
issues. 

Engage the Global Research Community: The IDSP 
is committed to active dialogue and collaboration with the 
broader research community, and will continue to build 
international connections to share and learn about the 
newest advances in making data open or more accessible 
to solve societal challenges. The partnership will continue 
its engagement with the National Academies and the 
U.S. Research Data Summit, including disseminating 
the Proceedings of a Workshop slated for publication in 
early 2024. Additionally, the IDSP will explore potential 
collaborations emerging from the summit while actively 
participating in global research conferences such as the Data 
for Policy Conference 2024. 

Provide case studies and best practices for the 
application of private sector data: The IDSP aims to 
highlight how private sector data can be applied to societal 
challenges, as demonstrated through our Data for Local 
Environments Challenge. We will continue to showcase how 
data supply meets demand in areas such as sustainability, 
economic opportunity, and skilling, and how the hurdles 
to data access can be addressed through governance and 
technical measures. 

2023 YEAR IN REVIEW | Page 23 



Letter from the Partners Milestones & Key Findings Industry Insights & Impact Afliate Features Overview Future Directions 

Join Us in Shaping a Data-Driven Future 

In wrapping up our Year in Review, the partnership invites private sector 

organizations to contact the IDSP if you are interested in learning more or 

becoming involved. The IDSP has made progress against our commitments in the 

past year, but there is more to do, and we know we can learn more from others. 

The partnership provides a network of companies committed to harnessing 

private sector data for the betterment of society. Member organizations play a 

vital role in amplifying the impact of collective eforts and advancing the essential 

role of private sector data in addressing complex societal challenges. 

To learn more, contact us at info@industrydataforsociety.com or explore our 

Industry Data for Society Partnership website. 
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